
                                                              
 

 
 

 

English handout  

IIIth grade 
Name: Grade: 

3ºM : 

Date:             Nº list: 

Objetivo:  OA10 Demostrar comprensión de textos no literarios (como 

descripciones, artículos de revistas, procedimientos, catálogos, avisos 

publicitarios, emails, diálogos, páginas web, biografías, gráficos, reseñas, noticias, 

discursos) al identificar: -Propósito del texto. -Idea principal, información 

específica y detalles. -Relaciones de importancia y problema-solución entre ideas. 

-Palabras y frases clave, expresiones idiomáticas y de uso frecuente y vocabulario 

temático. -Combinaciones frecuentes de palabras (collocations), conectores, 

(neither? nor; either? or; though, unless, as soon as, as a result, y los del año 

anterior) y palabras derivadas de otras por medio de los prefijos im-, in-, il-. 

 

 

1. Read for main idea (lee para reconocer la idea principal) 
You are going to read an article about the coronavirus epidemic. (Tu vas a leer un artículo   

sobre la epidemia del coronavirus) 

First, read the article quickly and choose the best title for it (Primero, lee el artículo y 

escoge el mejor título):  

 

I. Coronavirus - the situation today 

II. Coronavirus - lessons from the past  

III. Coronavirus - what will the future bring? 

 

CORONAVIRUS 
 

1 In December 2019, a number of pneumonia cases were reported in Wuhan, eastern China. The 

pneumonia is associated with a new type of coronavirus. This virus has now spread to other cities 

in China. There have also been cases in other countries around the world. 

2 Coronaviruses get their names because they look like crowns under the microscope. This group 

of viruses causes disease in humans and other animals, including pigs and chickens.  

3 It is thought that the new coronavirus outbreak started in a market in Wuhan, which sold meat 

and live animals. Scientists say that the virus is not closely related to any human virus currently 

known. 

4 The World Health Organization has told countries around the world to track respiratory 

infections in their populations. There is currently no vaccination against the corona virus. 

5 The Wuhan coronavirus outbreak is similar to the 2002-03 epidemic of SARS (severe acute 

respiratory syndrome) coronavirus. This outbreak, which started in south China, lasted for over 

nine months. It spread to 37 countries, causing 8,098 people to become ill and 774 to die.  

6 Nearly 10% of people who were infected with SARS died. The deadly nature of the disease, the 

frequent human-to-human spread, and infection of hospital staff contributed to the seriousness of 

the outbreak.  

7 SARS was traced to several types of wild animals, which were sold as food in markets. The 

infected animals had no symptoms. The outbreak was stopped by closing markets and killing 

animals, and by treating and isolating patients.  

8 SARS has not been seen since 2003 and it is thought that the virus has now disappeared. The 

new Wuhan coronavirus is similar to viruses related to SARS which are found in bats.  
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9 There are seven coronaviruses known to infect people, including the new Wuhan coronavirus 

and SARS. Other human coronaviruses are those that cause the common cold, as well as the 

deadly MERS virus.  

10 MERS is a common cold virus that often jumps from camels to humans in the Middle East. It 

can cause severe pneumonia in people and spread from person to person. MERS was identified in 

2012 and continues to be a significant problem in the Middle East. Nearly 2,500 cases of MERS 

have been identified, causing 858 deaths.  

11 Coronaviruses appear to jump easily between species, and the Wuhan virus could be the third 

time this has happened with humans in the last 20 years. In 2016, another coronavirus was 

responsible for 24,000 pig deaths in southern China. This particular virus jumped from bats to pigs 

but did not spread to humans.  

12 How the new Wuhan coronavirus came to be in humans, and how closely it will resemble the 

SARS outbreak, will be a focus of ongoing research.  

13 Outbreaks of new viruses, such as the Wuhan coronavirus, are a reminder of the need to invest 

in research in virus biology and evolution, how viruses infect and interact with human cells, and 

most importantly, to identify safe and effective drugs to treat �or vaccines to prevent �serious 

disease. 

Adapted from theconversation.com, by Connor Bamford, Research Fellow, Virology, Queen's 

University Belfast 

 

2. Match each word/phrase in bold from the list with number with its 

meaning from the list with letters. (Una cada palabra o frase en negrita 

de la lista con números con su significado desde la lista con letras) 
 

1) In December 2019, a number of pneumonia cases were reported in Wuhan, eastern China.  

2) Coronaviruses ... look like crowns under the microscope.  

3) The World Health Organization has told countries around the world to track respiratory 

infections in their populations. 

4) There is currently no vaccination against the coronavirus.  

5) SARS was traced to several types of wild animals, which were sold as food in markets. 

6) The outbreak was stopped ... by isolating patients.  

 

a) count how many people have lung/breathing infections. 

b) items worn by a king or queen on their head, usually made of gold, to show their position. 

c) keeping sick people alone so that they cannot make anyone else ill. 

d) medicine to prevent sickness, which is delivered into the body by a needle. 

e) people who were sick with a serious disease of the lungs. 

f) the origin of something was identified. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                              
 

 
 

3. Read for detail (leer para más detalles) 

Now read the article again and complete the table below, comparing three types of 

coronaviruses. If the article does not include this information, write NG (not given).(ahora 

lee el articulo otra vez y complete la table de abajo, comparando 3 tipos de cononavirus. Si 

el articulo no incluye esta información, escribe NG (no entregada) 

 


